
 
August 2, 2010 

Dear Senator: 

The undersigned physicians who have served soldiers in the U.S. military write to encourage 

you to resist the partisan efforts to introduce elective abortions into military medicine. Such a 

drastic and controversial change in longstanding federal policy could disrupt military medicine 

in a time of war and also undermine military physician retention and recruitment. 

We urge you to vote NO on the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 

2011 (DoD) (S.3280) because it contains Sen. Roland Burris' amendment to strike 

Section 1093(b) of Title 10 of the US Code. 

Current law in effect since 1996 prohibits the performance of abortion by Department of 

Defense (DoD) medical personnel or in DoD medical facilities (except when the life of the 

mother is at risk or when the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest). A separate provision 

prohibits the use of DoD funds for abortion except to save the life of the mother.  

This policy has enabled military physicians to practice medicine according to the life-

honoring principles expressed in the Hippocratic oath and Judeo-Christian ethics.  

In 2006, the House rejected by a vote of 191-237 an amendment similar to the Burris 

amendment. The Burris amendment, which would allow abortion on both domestic and 

overseas military bases, is even more expansive than the rejected 2006 amendment.  

Many of us remember well that when President Clinton tried to inject abortions into military 

facilities from 1993 to 1996, virtually all military physicians refused to participate in abortions. 

Partisan abortion ideology and lobbying have translated into a diminishing of conscience rights 

which, coupled with inherent pressures in pro-abortion policies such as advocated in the Burris 

DoD amendment, hold the potential to drastically reduce the number of physicians, thus 

reducing patient access. A scientific survey of faith-based physicians reveals that 95 percent 

will actually leave medicine if pressured to compromise their life-affirming ethical 

commitments. (For polling details, see www.freedom2care.org/learn.) 

Reducing physicians and patient access during two wars and at a time of a growing and severe 

national shortage of physicians—especially in the fields of obstetrics and gynecology and 

family medicine--is hardly wise policy, regardless of one's views on abortion. 

So we urge you to vote NO on the defense authorization bill unless Senator Roland Burris' 

amendment to strike Section 1093(b) of Title 10 of the US Code is removed. We also 

encourage you to protect patient access by taking every opportunity to strengthen conscience 

protections and the freedom to practice medicine according to longstanding Hippocratic and 

religious ethics. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Robert C. Doekel MD Lt. CMDR Birmingham AL 35213  

Chris R. Duggar MD Montgomery AL 36106  

Mary R. Lanza MD Major Anchorage AL 99507  

Eric A. High MD Major APO AP 96326  

Cyril E. Severns MD LCDR USNR Fort Smith AR 72908  

Dennis L. Thrasher MD Captain, USAF, resigned Tucson AZ 85716  

Mark D. Lacy MD Commander USNR Flagstaff AZ 86001  

Jason M. Hiles MD Major Los Angeles CA 90049  
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Clayton W.  Johnson MD Captain, USAF Whittier CA 90602  

Philip C. Lewis MD Colonel, MC, Retired Whittier CA 90603  

Kim M. Reyes MD Burbank CA 91506  

Robert N. Keenan MD FACS Fallbrook CA 92028  

Margaret E. MacClary DO LT/O3 Camp Pendleton CA 92055  

Lloyd G. Burgess MD CDR Oceanside CA 92057  

Kevin Conley MD, MPH LT San Diego CA 92108  

Peter Woodson MD CDR Coronado CA 92118  

John D. Van Der Decker MD O-6  (CAPT USPHS Retired) Hemet CA 92543  

Paul D. Casner MD Major Oakhurst CA 93644  

John M. Lewis MD None Cupertino CA 95014  

Peter J. Chandler MD Major La Selva Beach CA 95076  

Isaac K. Kim MD Major (Retired) Atwater CA 95301  

Brian D. Wippermann MD CDR MC(FS) USN (Retired) Newcastle CA 95658  

Gerald  B. McLaughlin DO Major Vacaville CA 95688  

G. Blake McLaughlin MD Major Vacaville CA 95688  

KARL H. Johansson MD Retired Oroville CA 95966  

Andre Van Mol MD LCDR (served in the Navy 1986-1994) Redding CA 96003  

James E. Moses MD, MPH Captain (O-3) Aurora CO 80011  

Stanley Mark Johnson MD Major Colorado Springs CO 80118  

Steven E. Whitmarsh MD Lt. Colonel Colorado Springs CO 80840  

Brian J. Crisp MD Colonel Colorado Springs CO 80906  

Arnold Ahnfeldt MD Colonel (Retired) Colorado Springs CO 80906  

Robert Wilcox MD Major Colorado Springs CO 80906  

Michael M. Woll MD Lt. Col Fr. Carson CO 80913  

James G. Smith MD Captain Colorado Springs CO 80915  

Sue Dattilo MD Major Colorado Springs CO 80917  

Andrew W. Osten MS3 - MD expected 2012 2LT Enfield CT 06082  

Deirdre M. Byrne MD COL Washington DC 20017  

John T. Dawson MD Former Lt Col, US Army Lewes DE 19958  

Tristan L . Sevdy MD Captain Shalimar FL 30259  

Patrick M. McEldrew MD CDR Orange Park FL 32073  

Richard Sams MD, MA Commander Jacksonville FL 32214  

Louis E. Valbracht DO CDR (Retired) Pensacola FL 32507  

Nathan E. Piovesan MD Major Eglin AFB Fl 32579  

Joanna M. Grimes MD Davie FL 33324  

Peter S. Verrill MD Winter Haven FL 33881  

James H. Fuller MD Major Fort Myers FL 33908  

John D. Patton MD Captain Naples FL 34114  

Robert B. Albee MD 2nd leutenent Atlanta GA 30338  

Ralph D. Marionneaux MD Major Augusta GA 30907  

Thomas Garigan MD Ft. Stewart GA 31314  

John D. Hunsaker MD Captain Kailua HI 96734  

Benjamin A. Thompson MD Lt. Colonel Kailua HI 96734  

Kelley F. Shippey MD Captain Honolulu HI 96821  

Kelley F. Shippey MD Honolulu HI 96821  

Dirk T. Carlson MD Major General (Retired) Boise ID 83712  

Joseph E. Kelley MD Frankfort IL 60423  

Carol Rowe MD Lt. Colonel (Retired) Urbana IL 61802  

Arthur C. Sippo MD, MPH Captain US Army (Retired) Highland IL 62249  

Clement P. Cunningham MD Colonel Rock Island IL 61201-5433  

Jeffrey Ginther MD Indianapolis IN 46033  

Daniel A. Gard MD Captain Bargersville IN 46106  



Hans E. Geisler MD Colonel (Retired) Indianapolis IN 46290  

Fred A. Simon MD Captain (Retired) Goshen IN 46526  

John P. Tyndall MD LCDR, USN Fort Wayne IN 46825  

Marvin E. Eastlund MD Major Fort Wayne IN 46835  

Brandon J. Goff DO COB Adder Iraq 9331  

Ruth S. Taylor MD, MPH, FIAC Previously Major  (Retired) Wichita KS 67226  

Glenn M. Uber DO, PHP, FAAFP No longer on active duty.  Corbin KY 40701  

John C. Stitt MD Captain with honorable discharge Hopkinsville KY 42240  

William T. Kent MD, FACEP, FAAFP LT Pineville LA 71360  

Andrew D. McLaughlin MD Lexington Park MD 20653  

Matt Aboudara MD LTC (Retired) Bethesda MD 20814  

Mark J. Harrison DVM, MD LTC (Retired) Gaithersburg MD 20878  

Mark J. Harrison MD Navy Captain North Potomac MD 20878  

Arne J. Anderson MD 2Lt Gaithersburg MD 20886  

Keith T. Beam MD, BSN Major Silver Spring MD 20910  

Stephen B. Paulding MD PHS 19988, SA Surg, Ret 7-1 64 Portland ME 4103  

Joseph L. DeCook MD  Fennville MI 29208  

Graciano F. Singson MD Warren MI 48088  

Marc T. Downing MD Major Kalamazoo MI 49009  

Michael F. Trexler MD, FACP Major, honorably discharged Kalamazoo MI 49009  

Daniel Joseph Joyce MD Major (Retired) Buchanan MI 49107  

Rex Benjamin G. Cabaltica MD, MPH Major Niles MI 49120  

Ronald S. Renzema MD Major, Army, (Retire) Ada MI 49301  

Robert L. Weeldreyer MD Major (Retired) Holland MI 49423  

Theodore S. Vanderveen MD, FACS Spring Lake MI 49456  

Carl R. Guiton MD CDR USNR-R St. Paul MN 55118  

John I. Lane MD Major Rochester MN 55902  

William Wilcox MD Major St. Louis MO 63005  

Russell B. Dieterich MD, MBA Major St. Charles MO 63303  

Stephen W. Houseworth  MD, FACS Colonel, (Retired) USAF Poplar Bluff MO 63901  

David G. Schall MD, MPH Captain Lee's Summit MO 64063  

Kenneth C. Stewart DO Ex. Lt. USN Carthage MO 64836  

Eugene Carroll Stone, Jr. MD Captain (General Medical Officer 1974-1977) Oxford MS 38655  

Paul L. Armerding MD, FACS Major when I was discharged after 2 years Missoula MT 59806  

Richard C. Finn MD Captain Winston-Salem NC 27104  

Robert H. Foreman MD Greensboro NC 27410  

Ann Y. Barta MD none Apex NC 27502  

William R. Laurence MD Major Fayetteville NC 28305  

 

Grady V. Shue MD Col (Retired) Hickory NC 28601  

William E. Drew MD MAJOR Elkin NC 28676  

Emidio Michael Novembre DO Major State Road NC 28676  

Lowell E. Jennings MD Lt. Colonel Brevard NC 28712  

Brian J. Finley MD Lt. Colonel Papillion NE 68046  

Brian J. Finley MD Lieutenant (Medical Corps) US Navy  (1962-1964) Papillion NE 68046  

Lawrence A. McKinnis MD Former Major US Army Hastings NE 68901  

Francis Joseph Milligan MD CPT Bow NH 03304  

Myles Dotto MD Oradell NJ 07649  

Frederic F. Primich MD COL MC USA (retired) Metuchen NJ 08840  

Richard A. Watson MD Major Mountainside NJ 07092-1919  

William O. Harrison MD Colonel, USAR (Retired) Carson City NV 89701  

Paul S Kruger MD Hamilton NY 13346  

Thomas D. Masten MD Syracuse NY  13210  



Michael R. Aiello MD Lt. Utica NY 13502  

Albert M. Bringardner MD Painesville OH 44077  

Sara S. Eapen MD Cleveland OH 44094  

Donna M. Dayner DPM, pending MD LCDR Willowick OH 44095  

Phillip M. Shuffer MD Cleveland OH 44118  

Nancy W. Fong MD Corporal Highland Heights OH 44143  

Forrest W. Crocker MD  -- Copley OH 44321  

Ron R. Jones MD, FACP Akron OH 44685  

William T. Stalter MD Major (Retired) Dayton OH 45458-3646  

David C . Kem MD Lt. Colonel, (Retired) Okahoma City OK 73034  

Harold H. Fain MD Captain Norman OK 73072  

John R. Crouch MD Captain Tulsa OK 74132  

William L. Toffler MD Major Portland OR 97239  

Richard Malcolm Thorne MD Colonel Redmond OR 97756  

Milo L. Hibbert MD LaGrande OR 97850  

Robert J. Musser MD LCDR Carlisle PA 17015  

David M. Castellan MD Lewisburg PA 17837  

Gary D. Russell MD Captain Nicholson PA 18446  

Brent R.  Mittelstaedt DO Capt, USNR (Retired) Bensalem PA 19020  

Robert L. Giuntoli MD Captain Philadelphia PA 19143  

Eric R. Pittman MD Colonel Osan Air Base Republic of Korea 96278  

David C. Williams MD Sumter SC 29153  

Carolyn P. Johnson none Major Columbia SC 29212  

Michael Roland Watkins MD Retired from USAF active status 1957 Capt  Spartanburg SC 29301  

Carium Joseph MD Captain, USN, (Retired) Charleston SC 29407  

James A. Brown MD, FACS Colonel Awendaw SC 29429  

Julius L. Teague MD Greenville SC 29650  

May L. Leong, MD Major, left US. army in 1980 Hilton Head SC 29928  

Donald E. Oliver MD USAF 1951-1953  Captain Rapid City SD 57701  

John J. Stransky, MD MD COL (Retired) Watertown SD 57201-5514  

Randall J. Malchow MD Major Nashville TN 37027  

Sebastian R. Schnellbacher DO 0-6 (USPHS commissioned corps; 10 years with Coast Guard) Clarksville TN 

37042  

Thomas M. Kessler MD, MSPH Major Gallatin TN 37066  

Justin E. Morgan MD Major (P) Nashville TN 37076  

Howard L. Curlin MD Nashville TN 37215  

Sarah See MD Colonel, USAF (Retired) Nashville TN 37221  

Donald F. Thompson MD, MPH&TM Bristol TN 37620  

Jeffrey A. Keenan MD, HCLD Knoxville TN 37919  

Wayne Friedman MD Knoxville TN 37922  

David C. Chaffin MD Former Lt. Col., USAF, MC Cleveland TN 37312-5124  

William M. Dyer, Jr. MD, MPH Captain (discharged) Kingsport TN 37663-2007 

Elliott S. Middleton MD Corsicana TX 75110  

Michael T. Glover DO Kaufman TX 75142  

Steven Whitmarsh MD Captain Tyler TX 75703  

Ronald Yamamoto MD LTC, MC Euless TX 76039  

Robert R. Anthony MD LT (USNR) Fort Worth TX 76110  

John G. Whaley MD Major (Honorably Discharged) Temple TX 76502  

Jonathan S. Huitink MD LCDR Waco TX 76712  

Kurt James Kirkpatrick MD Major Spring TX 77389  

Chris Imperial DO Retired Bryan TX 77801  

Christopher J. Lisanti MD Lieutenant Colonel US Army Medical Corps Schertz TX 78154  

Frederick B. Brown MD Major San Antonio TX 78209  



Marilyn Macalos OD Colonel, USAF San Antonio TX 78209  

Robert F. Dons MD, PhD Lt. Colonel, US Army (Retired) San Antonio TX 78212  

Jose A. Santos MD LT,USN (Ret) San Antonio TX 78218  

Michael D. Berven MD CMsgt Ft. Sam Houston TX 78234  

Sharon Ann Falkenheimer MD, MPH, MA (Bioethics), Captain San Antonio TX 78249  

Gary L. Legault MD Uniformed Services University San Antonio TX 78254  

Armando D. Garza MD Major San Antonio TX 78255  

David M. Doman MD E4 (4 years on active duty 1965-1969) San Antonio TX 78258  

Patrick H. Beckham MD Major, USMCR, (Retired) Austin TX 78746  

Fred G. Seale IV MD CDR, USN (Ret) Ogden UT 84403  

Christopher C. Ledford MD LtCol (Retired) Fairfax Station VA 22039  

John M. McNamara MD, MPH, MS Major Arlington VA 22201  

Stephen J. Titus MD Colonel Arlington VA 22201  

Loren M. Johnson MD, MPH,TM Major Arlington VA 22202  

Jack L. Wright MD LCDR (Retired) Winchester VA 22601  

Ricker Polsdorfer MD Keswik VA 22947  

Justin G. Myers DO Captain Richmond VA 23223  

William A. Sray MD Captain, USN Chesapeake VA 23321  

David F. Klink DO Captain,  (Retired), USNR Chesapeake VA 23322  

James J. Gallo MD Captain Suffolk VA 23435  

John T.  Burgess MD US Army veteran Virginia Beach VA 23450  

Jamie M. Swartz DO Captain (O-6, Navy) Newport News VA 23602  

James V. Ritchie MD Sgt.(E-5) USMC, 6th Marines,2nd Marine Division, Fleet Marine Force Atlantic, Camp 

Lejeune NC 1966-1972. Portsmouth VA 23708  

 Susan E. Rutherford, MD Commander, Medical Corps, USNR Honorably Discharged Redmond, WA 98052 
Mark G. Doherty MD Seattle WA 98101  

Rodney L. Mirich MD Corporal US Army Korean Conflict Des Moines WA 98198 

Thomas F. Giesecke MD O-6 Marysville WA 98270  

Mark E. Ralston MD MPH Oak Harbor WA 98277  

Brian Smoley MD, MPH GS-15 Silverdale WA 98383  

Steven A. Pace MD Colonel (Retired) Tacoma WA 98388  

Mark J. Snell MD LTC (Retired) Bonney Lake WA 98391  

Paul S.  Darby MD, PhD, MPH, FACOEM Colonel University Place WA 98466  

Thomas Keith Vaughan MD E-5, Honorable Discharge Lakewood WA 98499  

Patrick J. Marmion  MD, MPH Major Battle Ground WA 98604  

Mitchell Allen Garrison MD Wenatchee WA 98801  

Donald Gary Hill MD Colonel Selah WA 98942  

Marshall D. Matthews FACOG MD Marysville WA 998270  

Denis E. Percell DO Green Bay WI 54301  

Joel R. DeKoning MD Wausau WI 54401  

Mark E. Gaulke MD LCDR (no longer active) Merrill WI 54452  

Melissa L.  Emmerich MD Major Eau Claire WI 54701  

John A. Parker, Jr. MD Major (Retired) Huntinton WV 25701  

Sam T. Scaling MD Casper WY 82601  

 

Additional Signers 
 

Roger D. Bye BS-ENGRG. Colonel Medical Corps US Army New Brighton MN 55112  

Robert E. Barnwell BSN Major (1983-87 active) (1987-1992 reserve) USAF Columbia SC 29223  

Allen A. Walker DDS Katy TX 77493  

Kenneth J.  Nolan Licensed Master Social Worker San Antonio TX 78217  

Phillip Martinez MA, Hospital Administration LTC, Retired Rialto CA 92504  



Linda L. Salley None None Riverside CA 92507  

Ronald W. Motley PhD PhD LTC (Retired) Fairfax VA 22032-3007  

Toni Tedesco RN Major Easton PA 18040  

Dawn H. Seery RN Colonel San Antonio TX 78231  

Kathy S. Mercer RNC-OB, CNM Colonel Charlotte NC 28130  

Debra L. Metz   Glendale AZ 85308  

Glenn M. Button Cypress CA 90630  

Eva Smith   Seminole FL 33776  

Edward J. McAndrew   Davenport FL 33897  

Charlye D. Burkett Retired, E/8 inverness FL 34453  

Tom J. Budde Major La Motte IA 52054  

Judy Nearpass MAJ Lansing IL 60438  

Krista L. Rexroth Captain McCordsville IN 46055  

Anne M. Pagano Captain College Park MD 20704  

Barbara Baxter LTC Temperance MI 48182  

Kevin M. Steinolfson PFC Rosemount MN 55068  

Diane Potts Navy Captain Lambertville NJ 08530  

Alan D Resnicke Navy Captain (O-6) Silver City NM 88061  

Kathleen E. Hickey   West Henrietta NY 14586  

Thomas L. Sluss   North Canton OH 44720  

Richard P. Kane   Beavercreek OH 45431  

Kathleen M. Novak Major Willowick OH 44095-4204  

Ruth Velazquez   Dallas TX 75214  

Shirly L. Pennypacker Lt. Colonel Nash Tx 75569  

James W. Hamilton Colonel (Retired) Universal City TX 78148  

Walter L. Wilby Captain San Antonia TX 78233  

William Souza Jr.  CW04 San Antonio TX 78239  

Alejandro B. Medrano SFC (E-7) San Antonio TX 78239  

Jose M. Perez Colonel, USAF, MC (ret) San Antonio TX 78239  

Lynn E. Williams Captain (Retired) Round Rock TX 78664  

Carlos Kirkptrick LTC San Antonio TX 78239-2501  

Vicente De Jesus Major (Separated 2003) San Antonio TX 78239-3205  

Martin J. Bodrog Major Annandale VA 22003  

Kenneth   P. Butke Springfield VA  22153-1353  

Sheila K. Rogers Lynnwood WA 98087  

Timothy A. Ferrero O-6, Captain, UNN (Retired) Lynnwood WA 98087  

Terrence George BROWN Major Seattle WA 98115  

Robert D. Turner Commander, USN (Retired) Clinton WA 98236  

Pamela J. Currey Major Rochester WA 98579-8558  

 

 
  

 


